The missing link: documentation of recognized maternal human immunodeficiency virus infection in exposed infant birth records, 24 United States jurisdictions, 1999-2003.
Despite substantial improvements, perinatal human immunodeficiency virus (HIV) transmission has not been eliminated in the United States. We examined the extent and contribution of missed communication opportunities between obstetric and pediatric providers who cared for HIV-infected women and their infants. This was a retrospective review of HIV-exposed infants whose data were reported to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention Enhanced Perinatal Surveillance System from 1999-2003 (n = 8115). For approximately 4% of the HIV-exposed infants whose data were reported to the Enhanced Perinatal Surveillance System between 1999 and 2003, recognized maternal HIV infection was not documented in the exposed infants' birth records. Such infants were at higher risk of not receiving appropriate neonatal antiretroviral prophylaxis (adjusted odds ratio, 37.3; 95% CI, 24.6-56.4) and had increased odds of HIV infection (adjusted odds ratio, 1.7; 95% CI, 1.1-2.6). Enhanced communication between pediatric and obstetric and gynecologic providers to eliminate this missed opportunity for prevention would improve HIV infection outcomes for HIV-exposed infants and improve care for their mothers.